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The Author's naval war experiences make the most exciting reading. After being mined on the

battleship Nelson in 1939, he served on the Prince of Wales, during the Bismarck action, witnessing

the sinking of the Hood and Churchill and Roosevelt's historic meeting. He survived the disastrous

sinking by Japanese dive-bombing in December 1941 but within two days of reaching Singapore,

the Island fell. Evacuated in a coastal steamer, only to be sunk the next morning, he was stranded

on a deserted island for a week before setting out for Ceylon in a native boat. His epic journey

covered 1660 miles and took 37 days. Thereafter his adventures continued, with the North African

landings, Russian convoys and, returning to the Far East, he was in the carrier Formidable when

she was hit twice by Japanese Kamikazes before VI Day August 1945.
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The book is very well written and covers the authors life through WWII in the RN. His life deviated

from a typical officer. He goes into great detail, sometimes a bit much, covering his career through

Lieutenant.Its definitely a worthwhile read.



Very enjoyable read - especially as ex-Navy with both Destroyer and Carriers service. Although my

server was during Vietnam. Thanks

A remarkable odyssey! A page turner!

What an adventure! Enjoyed reading it, really pulls you into the story.

Did a bit of a search and this guy is very fascinating,

Well written and interesting facts

One of the best memoirs of WWII I have read, and I have read a lot of them. Excellent story,

excellent writer, felt I was there with him.Great Job Mr. Brooke.
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